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ambition has before
difficulties The

had completed a poem in thirteen
stanzas entitled The Beggar Man
and the prime requisite of a completed
poem Is an audience to listen to it J

Like overy other literary man it was
Jamesstill he preferred to have suchPraise from the lips of one who knewsomething of the life he tried to zingas evening came on the monarch himself in his farmer cos

taking his thirteen stanzas
upon a cautiousto his friend the cobbler in thelower town of Stirling

The cobbler with an attentionWhich was in itself flattering and paidhis royal visitor the additional compliment of asking him to repeat curtainof the verses which the king in his own i

heart were the beet Then when

Nothatbad commendationwhich IK dear to the heart of the chary
Scotchman be he of high or low degree Flemming continued

might be worse and weve hadmany a poet of great reputation In
Scotland who would not be ashamed tofather them But Im thinking youpaint the existence of a beggar inbrighter colors than the life itself war
rantsNe no Flemming protested theking earnestly Im convinced thatonly the beggar knows what the con
tentment is You see he begins at thevery bottom of the ladder and every
step he takes must be a step upward
Now Imagine a man at the top like my-
self any move I make in the way of
Changing my condition must be down
ward A beggar is the real andking ia but a beggar for he holds hisposition by the favor of others You
see Flemming anything a beggar links
is so much to the good and as has
nothing to lose not even his heaJ for
who would send a beggar to the block

he must needs be therefore the most
contented man on the face of the foot
stoolWell in so far as concerns myself
your majesty Id like to be sure of a
roof over my head when the rains
coming down and of that a beggar-
can never be A king or a cobbler has a
place to lay his head at any rate

Aye admitted the king but
that place is the block To tellyou the truth Flemming Im thinking

of taking a week at the begging
poet should have practical know Hlge

of the subject about which he writes
Give me a week on the road Flemming
and Ill pen you a poem on beggary
that will get warmer praise from you
than this has had

Does your majesty intend to go
alone

Entirely alone Flemming m
do you imagine I would tramp the
country as a beggar with a troop of
horse at my back

Your majesty would be wise to
think twice of such a project warnea
the cobbler

Oh well Ive doubled the number
ive thought four times about it once
when I was writing the poem and three
times while you were raising objections
to assertion that the beggar Is the
happiest mah on earth

If your majestys mind Is fixed then
theres no more to be said But take
my advice and put a belt round your
body with a number of pieces in
It for the time may come when y ull
want a horse in a hurry and p hKp
you may be refused lodgings even
when you greatly need them n either

ace a few gold rascals will tttanJ your
friend

Thats canny counsel Flemming
and Ill act on it

And thus it came about that the king
of Scotland with a belt of around
hlA waist In case of need and enrmMit9
concealing the belt which rave little in
dication that anything worth t robbers
care was underneath tramped the high-
roads and byways of a part Scotland
finding In general welcome wherever he
went for he could tell a story that
would bring a laugh and sing a song
that would bring a tear and all ich
rarely starve or lack shelter in this
sympathetic world

Only once did ho feel himself in dan-
ger and that was on what he thought-
to be the last day of his tramp fcr in
the evening he expected tc renrh the
lower town of Stirling even though he
came to it late In the night But thb
weather of Scotland has always
thing to ay to the pedestrian and It
delights In upsetting his i lai

He was still more than two league
from his castle and the dark forest
of Torwood lay between iiim anl royal
Stirling when toward the end 1 low-
ering day there came up over the nrlf

he had ever beheld which drove him for
shetler te a wayside inn on th out-
skirts of the forest The of shel-
ter was low and forbidding enough but
needs must when a Scottish storm
drives and the king burst in cii a
drinking company bringing a swrl cf
rain and a blast of wind with him 53
fierce in truth was the wind that one
of the drinkers had to spring to his icet
and put his shoulder to the door before
the could get it cloyed again He
found but scant welcome In the com
pany Those seated on the benches by
the fire scowled at him awl the land

he was but a fcegpir did
not limit hiss displeasure TO so silent a
censure

What in the fiends name h cried
angrily does the like of you want in
Ire

The king nonchalantly shook the wa
ter from his rags and took a step nearer
the fire

That IP a very unnecessary question
landlord the with a
smite nevertheless I will answer it I
want shelter in the first place and fcod
and drink as soon as you can bring
them

Til your order for a nvial when
I have seen the colqr of your money

Quite said and
only fair Scottish caution Then with
a lack of that Quality he had just
commended he drew his belt out from
under his coat and taking a gold
piece from It threw the coin on the
table

The entrance of the king and the
manner of his reception exposed him
to the danger almost sure to attend
the display of so much wealth in such
forbidding company A moment later
he realized the Jeopardy in which hi
rashness had placed him by the sig-
nificant glances which the halfdozen
rough men there seated gave to each
other He was alone and unarmed
a disreputable bothy on the edge of a
forest well known as the refuge of
desperate characters

Wlren the time came to retire his
host brought the king by a ladder to
a loft whiflh ocoupled the whole length
of the building and muttered some
thing about the others sleeping here
an well but thanked heaven there was
room enough for an army

This will not do for me said the
beggar coming down again Ill
take to the storm first What is this

leading out from the

That is my own replied the land
lord with some return of his old in
civility and Ill give it up to no
beggar

The king without opened
door of the Chamber and found

himself In a room be bar
Taking a light with him he

examined it more minutely
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pointing to a clumsy had
doubtless caused the death of more
than one deer in the forest

The landlord answered in surly
fashion that it was but the king
tested the point for himself

Now he said I rest here and
you will see that I am not disturbed
Any man who attempts to enter this
room gets the contents of this gun in
him and Ill trust to my two daggers-
to take care of the rest

He had no dagger with him but he
spoke for the benefit of the company
in the taproom Something in his
resolute manner seemed to Impress
the landlord who grumbled mutter
ing halt to himself and half to his
companions but he nevertheless re
tired leaving the king alone where-
upon James fortified the door and
afterward slept unmolested the sleep
of a tired man until broad day woke
himWhich way may your honor be
journeying asked the innkeeper-

for I see that you are no beggar
I am no beggar at such an inhos

pitable house as this replied the way-
farer but elsewhere I am a beggar

that is to say the gold I come by Is
asked for and not earned

Ah thats it Is It said the other
with a nod but for such a trade you
need your weapons by your side

The deadliest weapons rejoined
the king mysteriously are not always those most plainly on view The
sting of the wasp is generally felt be
fore it is seen

The landlord was plainly disturbed-
by the intelligence he had received
and now made some ado to get the
change for gold piece but his guest
replied airily that It did not matter

With whatevers coming to me he
said feed the next beggar that ap
plies to you on a rainy night with less
at his belt to commend him than I
haveWell good day to you and thank
you said the innkeeper If youre
going Stirling way you roads straight
through the forest and when you
come to St Ninians youll be In time
to see a fine hanging for theyre throt
tling Baldy HutchInson today the big
gest man between here and the border

yes and beyond it I warrant
That will be interesting replied

the King Good day to you
Entering the forest at last he re-

laxed no precaution but kept to the
middle of the road with his stout stick
ready in his hand At the second turn
ing five stalwart ruffians fell upon
him two armed with knives and three
with cudgels The Kings early ath
letic training was to be put to a prac
tical test His first action was to
break the wrist of one of the scound-
rels who held a knife but before he
could pay any attention to any of the
others he had received two or three
resounding blows from the cudgels
and now was fully occupied warding
off their strokes backing down the
road to keep his assailants in front of
him His great agility gave him an
advantage over the comparative clum
siness of the four yokels who pressed
him but lIe was well aware that any
unguarded blow might have lay him
at their mercy He was more afraid
of the single knife than of the three
clubs and springing through a for
tunate opening was delighted to crack
the crown of the man who held the
blade stretching in a cart
rut The three who remained seemed
in no way disheartened by the

of their comrades but came en
with greater fury The King retreated
and retreated baffling their evident
desire to get In his rear and thus the
fighting four came to the corner of
the road that James had passed a
short time previously One of the trio
got in a nasty crack on the top of the
beggars bonnet which brought him
to his and before he could re-
cover his footing a blew on the sho

felled him
At this critical juncture there rose a

wild shout down the road for the
fighting party In coming round the
turn had brought themselves within
view of a sturdy pedestrian forging
along at a great pace which he never
theless marvelously accelerated on see
Ing the melee For a moment the
dazed man on the ground thought that
the landlord had come to his rescue
but it was not so It seemed as if a
remnant of the storm swept like a
whirlwind among the aggressors for
the newcomer in the fray with savage
exclamations which showed hi

in a tumult scattered the enemy
as M tornado drives before it the leaves-
of a forest King raided himself-
on his elbow and watched the gigantic
stranger lay about him with his stick
while the fIve with cries of terror
disappeared into the forest for the
two that were prostrated had now re
covered wind run

Losh panted the giant returning
to the man on the road I wish Id
been here at the Beginning

Thank goodness you came at the
end said the king staggering un-
steadily to his feet

Are you hurt asked the stranger
Im not just sure yet replied the

king removing his bonnet and rubbing
the top of his head with a circular
movement of his hand

Whats wrong wi those scamps to
lay on a poor beggar man asked the

Nothing except that the beggar
than is not so poor as he lopks and
has a bolt of gold about him which he
was foolish enough to show last night-
at the inn where these lads were drink
ing

Then the lesson hasnt taught you
much or you wouldnt say that to a
complete stranger in the middle of a
black forest and you alone with him
that is unless theyve succeeded in
relying the belt away from you

No they have not robbed me and
to show you that I am not sucha fool
as take nte for I may add that
the moment you came up I resolved
to give to my gold piece
that Is In belt So you see If you
thought of robbing me little
use In taking toy a man Is
more than willing to give you of his
own free will

The giant threw back his head and
the wood resounded with his laughter

What I have said seems to amuse
you said the king not too well
pleased at the boisterous merriment of
his companion-

It does that replied the stranger
still struggling with hIs mirth then
striking the king on the shoulder he
continued I suppose there 1s not an
other man in all broad Scotland today
but me that wouldnt give the snap of
his finger for all the geld you ever
carried

Then you must be wealthy com
mented the king YetIt cant be that
for the richest men I know are the
greediest

No it Isnt that rejoined the stran-
ger but if you wandtfr anywhere
about this region you will understand
what I mean when I tell you that Im
Baldy Hutchinson

Baldy Hutchinson echoed the
king wrinkling his brows trying to
remember where he had heard that

before Then with gulden en-
lightenment

not the man who is to be
hanged today aVSr MiUanB3irr

The very all
the gold ever Is to
a man with a tightening rope around

Is this matchlock loaded he asked tgun which

I

I

the

him helpless

enougli to

rescuer

force what

r t
mfnto use

discom-
fiture

knees
c-

older

de-
light

This

you

every

amc

That
carne je

¬

¬
¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬
¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

<

<

There will be no pardon at St
Ninjans Let us to Stirling let us to
Stirling I know that the king has not
been at home for a weekpast

How can you know that

Never mind how I know it Will
you do what I tell

Not I Im a lad o my word
Then you are a doomed man I

tell you the king has not been in Stirl
ing since you leftSt Ninians Then
with a burst jtf impatience James
cried You stubborn fool I am the
king

At first the big man seemed inclined-
to laugh and he looked over the beg

you

j

¬

hIs neck And the comicality of thi
situation again overcoming Mr Hutch
inson his robust sides shook once more
with laughter r

The king stopped in the middle of the
road and stared at his companion with
amazement

Surely you are said at
last that you are on the direct road
to St Ninians

Surely surely replied Baldy and
you remind me that we must not stand
yammering here for th re will be a
great gathering there to the hang
ing All my friends are there now and
if I say It who shouldnt Ive more
friends than possibly any other man
in this part of Scotland

But do you mean that you are going
voluntarily to your own hanging Bless
my soul man turn in your tracks and
make for across the border

Hutchinson shook his head
IT I had intended to do that he

said I could have saved myself many-
a long step yesterday and this morning-
for I was a good deal nearer the border
than I am at this moment No no
You see I have passed my word The
sheriff gave me a week among my own
friends to settle my worldly affairs ant
bid iny wife and bairns goodbye So I
said to the sheriff Im your man
whenever you are ready
ing i

Ive heard many a strange tale
said the king but this beats anything
in my experience-

Oh theres a great deal to be picket
up by tramping the roads replied
Hutchinson sagely

What is your crime inquired his
majesty-

Oh the crimes neither here nor
there If they want to hang a men
theyll ham him crime or no crime

But why should they want to hang
a mn with so many friends

Well you see a man may have
many friends and yet two or three
powerful enemies My crime as you
call it is that Im related to the Doug
lases Thats the real crime But
thats not what Im to be hanged for
Oh no its all done according to the
legal satisfaction of the lawyers Im
hanged for treason to the king

But surely exclaimed the beggar
they will not hang a man in Scotland

for merely saying a hasty word against
the king

Theres more happens in this realm
than the king kens of and all done In
his name too But to speak truth
there was a bit extra against me as
well A wheen of the daft bodies in
Stirling made up a slip of a plot to trap
the king and put him in hiding for
awhile until he listened to what they
called reason There were two weavers
among them and weavers are always
plotting a cobbler and such like peo
ple and they sent word would I come
and help them I was fool enough to
write them a note and intrusted it to
their messenger I told them to leave
the king alone until I came to Stirling
and then I would just nab him myself
put him under my oxter and walk down
toward the border with him for I knew
that if they went on theyd but lose
their silly heads And so wishing no
harm to the king I made my way to
Stirling but did not get within a mile
of it for they tripped me up at St
Ninians having captured my letter So
I was sentenced and it seems the king
found out all about their plot as I
knew he would and pardoned the men
who were going to kidnap him while
the man who wanted to stop such fool
ishness is to be hanged in his name

ThRt seems villainously unfair
said the boggar Didnt the eleven
try to do anything for you

How do you know there were
eleven cried Hutchinson turning
around upon him-

I thought you said eleven
Well maybe I did maybe r did

Yes there were eleven of them They
never got my letter Their messenger
was a traitor as is usually the case
and merely told them I would have
nothing to do with their foolish ven
ture and that brings me to the point
I have been coming to The moment
they set me at liberty a week since
got a messenger I could trust and
sent him to the cobbler Flemming

I told Flemming I was to be
hanged but he had stin a week to get
me a reprieve I asked him to go to
the king and tell him the whole truth
of the matter so Im thinking that a
pardon will be on the scaffold there
before me Still the disappointment
of the hundreds waiting to see the
hanging will be great

Good God cried the beggar

the road and regarding his comrade
with horror

Whats wrong with you asked the
big stopping also

Hasit never occurred to you that
the king may be away from the palace
and no one in the place able to find
himNo one able to find the King of
Scotland Thats an unheard of
thing

Listen to me Hutchinson Let us
avoid St Ninians and go direct to
Stirling Its only a mile or two
further on Let us see the cobbler be-
fore running your neck Into a noqseJ

But man the cobbler will at
Ninians dither with a pardon or q

see me hanged like the good friend
he Is
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gar from top to toe but presently an
expression of pity overspread his
countenance and he spoke soothingly-
to his comrade

Yes yes my man he said I

know you were the front the very
first Just sit down on this stone for-
a minute and let me examine that clip
you got on the top of the head I fear
its worse than I thought it was

Nonsense cried the king my j

head is perfectly tight it Js yours
that is gone aglee

True enough true enough contin
ued Hutchinson mildly the tone that
he would have used toward a fmctous
child and yeuare notJheflrsr chars
said It But let us set on to St Nini
ansNo let us make direct for Stiriing

Ill tell you what well do
Hutchinson in the same tone ot

tolerance Ill to St Nin
lans and let them know the kiugs par-
dons coming Youll trot along to Stir
ling put on your kings and
then come and set me free Thats the
way well arrange it my manuie

The king made a gesture rf d air
but remained silent and they walked
rapidly down the road tpgatUar Thy
had quitted the forest and the village
of St Ninians was now in view As they
approached the place more nearly Kut
chinson was pleased to see that u great
crowd had gathered to view the bang
ing He seemed to take this as a

compliment to himself as sn evi-
dence of his popularity-

The two made their way to the back
of the great asser blage where n
soldiers guarded an incloiiire within
which was the anxious sheriff and his
minor officials

Bless me Baldy cried the sheriff
In a tone of great relief I thought you
had given me the slip

Ye thought naething o the kind
sheriff rejoined Baldy complacently
I said I would he ani here I

am jYou are late
the sheriff The fleoRieliaVe bcim wait-
ing this two hours

Theyll think it all the better when
they see It commented Baldy I was
held back a bit on the road Has there
no message come from the

Could you expect it wlwn the
crimes treason asked the sheriff Im-
patiently but theres been cobbler

thats given me more bother than
twenty kings and cannot pacified
He the kings away from Stirling
and this execution must be put hy
another ten days which is impossible

Allow me a word in your ear pri
vately said the beggar to the sheriff

Ill see you after the jobs done re
plied the badgered man I have no
more places to give away you must
just stand your chances with the mob

Baldy put his open hand to the prde
of his mouth and whispered to the
sheriff

This beggar man he said has
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been misused by a gang of in
Torwood forest-

I cannot attend to that near re
joined the sheriff with increasing iiri
tation

No no continued Baldy suavely
its no that but hes got a frightful

dunner on the top o and he
thinks hes the king-

I am the king cried the beggar
overhearing the last word of caution
and I warn you sir that you proceed

with this execution at your p jril I am
James of Scotland and I forbid the
hanging-

At this moment there broke through
the Insufficient military guard a wild
unkempt figure whose appearance
caused trepidation to the already much
tried sheriff

Theres the crazy cobbler again hft

in the fire I think Ill hang the thre
of them trial or no trial

Oh your majesty cried the cob-
bler and it was hard to which oC
the two was the more disreputable in
appearance this man Hutchinson is
innocent You will surely not allow the
hanging to take place now you are
hereIll not allow it if I can prevent it
and can get this fool of a sheriff to lis
tenFool of a sheriff say you stut-
tered that official in rising anger
Here guard take these two raga

muffins into custody and see that they
are kept quiet till this hangings done
with Hutchinson get up on the scaf
fold this is all your fault Hangman
do your duty

Baldy Hutchinson begging the cob
bler to make no further trouble then
mounted the steps leading to the plat
form the hangman close behind him
Before the guard could lay hands on
the king he sprang also up the steps
and took the place on the outward edge
of the scaffold Raising his hand he
demanded silence

I am James King of Scotland he
proclaimed In stentorian tones I
command you as loyal subjects to de
part to your homes There will be no
execution today The King reprieves
Baldy Hutchinson-

The cobbler stood at the kings bask
and when he had ended lifted
voice and shouted God save J fl
king

The mob heard the announcemen
silence and then a roar of laug
followed as they gazed at the i
tattered figures on the edge or tl

by an ominous howl of rage
as they understood that they were like
to be cheated of a spectacle

Continued on Page 7 Section Three

moaned the alt

say

hI

Il

platform But the laughter was fol-

lowed

thieves

Lea

Now fat

er

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

°

Do you want to be

Man
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I

Everybody Admires

and Honors a
Strong Man

Are You One

I WILL PAY
For a case of Nervous Debility Varlcocele Rheumatism Lnme Back Lumbago Sciatica any case of Kidney Disease that has not gone as far as
Brlghts Disease Indigestion Constipation or any weakness which I cannot cure with my new improved Electric belt with electric suspensory for
men no charge the marvel of electricians the most wonderful curative device that has ever been introduced

Give me a man broken down from dissipation hard work or worry from any cause which has sapped his vitality Let him follow my advice
for three months and I will make him as vigorous in every respect as any man of his ace

I will not promise to make a Hercules of a man who was never intended by nature to be strong and vigorous Even that man I can make
better than he is but the man who has been strong and has lost his strength I can make as good as was

I can give back to any man he has violation of the laws of nature I can stop all drains vitality in ten days-
A man who is nervous whose brain and body are weak who sleeps badly awakes more tired than when he went to bed who Is easily dis-

couraged inclined to brood over imaginary troubles who has lost ambition and energy to tackle hard problems lacks the animal electricity which
the Electric Belt supplies

The whole force of vitality in your body Is dependent upon your animal electricity When you lose that by draining the system in any man-
ner my Belt will replace it and will cure you

Fillmorc Utah Your Belt has helped my stomach very much my kidneys and bladder are in much better condition and the left testicle
that has been so large for years is becoming more natural I feel very much encouraged so far and believe that all your words In regard to what
the Belt will do for me will be proven true Yours truly ALLEN RUSSELL

Letters like that tell a story which means a great deal to a sufferer They are a beacon light to the man who has become discouraged from
useless doctoring I get such letters every day

My Belt has a wonderful influence upon tired weak nerves It braces and invigorates them and stirs up a great force of energy in a man-
I make the best electrical body appliance In the world having devoted twenty years to perfecting it I know my trade My cures after

everything else has failed are my best arguments
Mr Roy Burks McKittrick Cal writes From thafirst night I wore the belt I felt new life in every part f my body The weakness was

cheoked immediately and I am now able to do heavy vjprk without tiring I am glad I thought of the bolt for In no other way could the money
bring me so much pleasure f i

Give me n man with pains in his back a dull in his muscles or joints comaandso pains in pits shoulders chest and side Sciatica-
in Lumbago Rheumatism or any acheor and my Belt will pour the oil of lifeinto aching body and drive out every sign of
pain No pain can exist where my Belt is r

My husband has been very tardy in writing to youIbut as he is away from home a great deal and has very little time he asked trie to write
a line to you to tell you that he has received ofgood from your electric Belt I have also I had rheumatism In my ankle so bad that I
could scarcely walk I put theBelt on one night and the next morning I didnt know I had any rheumatism We would not part with the Belt
if we could not get another Yours very truly MRS CHAS B ROSCOE

Gilmore Ida
Andthese old men these men who have burned the candy at both even if they havent these men who for one reason or another

life has lost its spice that they are getting old too I can make them feel the sparkle and tire of youth again
Ill forget when Mr A Crawford of Pokegama Ore an old man of 70 wrote to me and said When I wrote to you last I told you

to serrdmea Belt to make an old man young and you did I am 70 years old and since I have worn the Belt I feel as strong as I did at 35
and can do as good a days work as I could at that age It two years ago that Mr Crawford wrote me that letter Here is one I just got
from him

Jn reply to your letter I am glad to say that I am just as much in favor of your Belt as I was for it hasbeen a remarkable help to met
I am old but I do not look any more Am enjoying perfect health and to the Belt as I have been doing
righf along as I realize that but for It I should have and burled by this time

come every day from everywhere There Is not a town or hamlet in the country which has not cures by Dr McLaughlins
Electric Belt

Now what does this mean to you dear reader If you are not what you ought to be can yOu ask any better proof to make you try it
Is there a remedy which Is as simple as easy to use as sure to cure and as cheap as Dr McLaughlins Electric Belt I have not seen one
must try It In justice to yourself and to those who look to you for their future happiness Act this minute Such a matter ought
not be delayed

Its as good for women as for men Worn while you sleep It causes no trouble You feel the gentle glowing heat from It constantly but no
burning as in old style

Send for my beautiful book full of things a man likes to read If he wants to be a strong man I send It sealed free Cut out and send this
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